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Y 17 Septeunber 1958 Y
MEMORARDUM FCOR: Assistant Dirsctor, Resserch and Reporta

THROUGH : Chief, Bconomic Regearch Ares, OER

THROUGE : Chief, Materials Division, ORR

FROM : Chief, Chemicals Branch, D/M/RR

SUBJECT : Comments on Recant Visit of US Plastics Exchange

Delasgation to the USSR

1. The US Plastics Exchenge Delcgation returned from its visit
%o the USSR in the latter part of June 1958. Now that the reports of
the delegates bave besn made, it seems sypropriais to relate sosw of
the amtms«mvnitmmmmwmmm
terms of the benefit to the ecomomic intelligence effort.

2. During its k-week stay in the USER the Delsgation was per-
mitted to visit 8 plastics yoroducing and fabricating plants, about
half of the major plants of this type in ths USSR. On an output basis
it is estimated that the Delegation was permitied to see sbout & fourth
of the industry. In sddition, 6 research institutes vere visited.

3. Attention 1s called to the fect that, with the exception of
the Moseow avee, the Delegation wes pot permitied io view suy installa-
tion in arses which are closed to foreigners. During the briefing of
the Delegation prior to departure, the inderasigned cxpbasized the

noftryingtoobmummtothaSorhpMicaths
intbenm:himkm,mmummmythnmﬂmmntmof
cmmmlmmtmmmmmmmucmmwmw. The
requastofthebelea.tioutoviaitaplmtinthhmmdmidon
mmumttmmmmummmmmwmmhm
would ba lost in visiting this plant. The plant referred to is only
gbout 250 miles east of Mogeow. In contrust, thay ware permitied to
visit plantz in the Transceucasus, edout 2,000 Elles from Moscov.

%, Similarly, Russian technology in the production of aome of the
pever types of plastics was withheld from the Delegation. Thay wers mot
shown production plants manufacturing fivoroplestics or silicones,
although this way bave been dus to the fect that the plants ir guastion
are located in closed aress rather than to a desire to withhold technology.
Certain technology in the smoufacture of polysthylers was intentiovslly
withheld, however. The Dslegation was not permittsd to see the low-
pressure polyethylene pilot plant at the Polymerization Institute in
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Leningrad, even though other units at this Institute were shown to them.
Likewise, the Russians refused to divulge the catalyst they are using
in their pilot process for intermediate-pressure polyethylena.

5. Ewaluation of the Economic Ynformation Collected

a. MNational Production Statistics - Statistics on Soviet
production of plastics in 1957 wexre given by officials of the
Soviet plastice industry to the Delegation. These statistics
consisted of an overall production figure broken down by cate-
gory of plastics produced. The bdreakdown of the national
production figure was sccoring to rather hrosd categories,
no doubt to avoid reveeling production of certain important
types of plastics. In addition, the production Tigures in-
clude fillers which further cimplicates the Picture. Nonethe-
less, the statistics obtaiued are of considerable value to
M/CH, since no production statistics wers Ireviously availasble
for this Soviet industry and since sufficient indirect informs.-
tion was not available to make all the estimates required.

The statistics provided appear to be consistent » when properly
interpreted, with the fow estimmtes of Plastics production
.previously mde by M/CH.

b. Plant Informtion - Information was obtained regarding
Type and amount of production, processes » equipment, level of
technology, quelity of products, source of raw materials, and
 labor for the 8 plants visited. In addition, many photographs
of plants and processing equipment were obtained. This informe-
tion also was of considerable value to M/CH, adding greatly to
our store of knowledge on the plants and the industry as a whole.

¢. Personnel Informmtion - Names and > in wost eases, photo-
graphs of key personnel of the Soviet Plastice industry and of
each of the installations visited were obtained. Many of these
rersonnel were not previously known. Information of this mature
bas considersble potential value in intelligence research.

d. Miscellaneous Informetion - Information wes obtained
regarding the types of plastics which are in short supply in the
USSR and regarding the priority which the Soviets attach to
increasing the production of the various types. The delegates
furnished estimates of the distribution of certain synthetic
resins to industrial ard consumer items » and pessed along their
impressions of the strengtlis and weaknesses of the Soviet Plastics
industry. Much of this information was not new but rather served
to confir;/pruviaus M/CH information and impressions. On the vhole,
however, M/CH regards this niscellancous material as very valueble.
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In addition to the economie informmtion ¢
ollected, much
valuable informetion was obtained conc .
in the field of plastics. Srming Soviet research

6. In summation, desp: impo
pite the fact that access to certain -
;xaut Plants and technology was denied » the visit of the WS Plasticsr
;hange Delegation to the USSR resulted in the acquisition of much
valuable information which edds considerably to owr knowledge of this
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